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THE UGLY DU®LING.

It was glorious summer weather in the country, and the golden
corn, the green oats, and the haystacks piled up in the meadows
looked lovely. On his long red legs the stork walked about, while
he chattered in the language of Egypt which his mother had
taught him.

In a bright sunny spot stood a farmhouse, and not far off
under some great burdock leaves, sat a duck waiting for her eggs
to hatch. She was beginning to get tired, for the young ones were
a long time coming out of their shells and very few wvisitors came
to see her. At last one shell hroke,
and then another, and a living crea.

ture came out of each crying “peep,
} peep” The little ducklings
gazed around them and eried
“How large the world is"
£~ Do you think this is the

~ whole world?” their mother
asked, “wait till you see the



garden, the world

stretches far beyond
tnat to the parson’s
meadow.”

“Well, and how
are you getting <5
on?" said an old duck 55

who came to pay -\.;"‘"‘2:-; % =
her a visit “There ,— o
is still the largest
egg not hatched” said the duck “Let me look at the egy that will
not hatch,” said the old duck "Yes as I thought, it is a turkey's
egg, be advised by me, leave it alone, and
teach your other children to swim.” “I
think I will sit on it a little longer,” said
the duck
At last the largest egy cracked, and
out came the young one It was very big
and very ugly. *“We shall find out whether
it is a turkey when we go to the water,” said the mother duck. The
next day the ducklings
f were taken down to
_ the water, and one by
= / one the young ones
/ jumped in after the
mother duck, and
swam about quite




casily, and the ugly duckling swam
about too,

“He is not a turkey,” said his mother.
“He is my own child, and when you
come to look at him properly he is not
so very ugly.” Then the young ones
were taken to the farmyard to be
introduced.  “Turn out your toes, and
spread your feet wide apart” said their
mother. The ducklings did as they
were told, but the ducks in the yard
stared at them, and onc flew at the ugly duckling and pecked his
neck. “He is so big and ugly,” said the spiteful duck.

And as day by day went on, the poor duckling who had come
out of his shell last of all was quite miserable because he was so ugly. He
was driven about by every one, and even his mother said she was sorry
he had ever been born. So at last he flew over the fence frightening
the little birds in the hedge. “They are frightened because I am so
ugly,” he said, and he flew on till he came to a moor where wild
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ducks lived, and the wild
ducks came around and
stared at him saying
“What kind of a duck are
you? You are extremely

-.,% ugly. but that won't matter
il you do not want to
marry any of us” The
poor duckling! He was not thinking
of marrying, he only wanted to stay
among the reeds on the moor.
When he had been there two days,
two wild geese came, they were very
young and very sancy. *“We like you,” they said *“for you are so
very ugly, if you wish you may go with us to another moor not
far from here. There are some pretty wild geese there, not any
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I hope you have enjoyed this free kids ebook.

More than anything, | hope you have enjoyed reading them
to your kids or grandchildren!

Enjoy this book with the compliments of these websites
listed here. You won't believe how much benefit you will get
from only a few minutes spent on any of these great sites!
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